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Introduction 

About AHILA 

The association for Health Information and Libraries in Africa was founded in Nairobi in 1984 

under the theme –Association of African medical Librarians Association (AMLA). The name 

later changed in 1988 to the Association for Health Information and Libraries in Africa so as to 

cater for those who are interested in health information issues and may not be librarians. 

The conference was conducted under the theme “Access to and utilization of health 

information in Africa: new challenges, new resolutions” 

 

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

 

 Improve provision of up-to-date and relevant health information  

 Encourage professional development of health librarians 

 Promote resource sharing in Africa and exchange experiences  

 Promote the development and standardization and exchange of health databases in Africa. 

 

During the conference, different distinguished speakers participated and acceptable papers were 

presented. 

Activities carried out during the workshop 

DAY ONE 

The congress was graced by Director of health information in the ministry of health and social 

welfare of Uganda on 17
th

 of October 2016. 

 
The outgoing AHILA president Dr Rehema Chande-Malya sharing light moment with LOC chair 

Jane Among and later the new elected AHILA president for 2016-2018 during opening 

ceremony. 
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Delegates had opportunities to discuss various papers presented across the world with the major 

themes of the congress as well as subthemes, concept revolves around issues of health 

information and research findings dissemination was discussed.  Also various sources of 

evidence based health information such research4life  which  is a collective name for four 

programmes that is HINARI, AGORA, OARE AND ARDI which provide developing countries 

with free or low cost access to academic and professional peer-reviewed content online. The 

Keynote speaker Kimberley Parkers chaired this discussion. It was learnt that, Research4life 

Eligible libraries and their users benefit from; 

● Online access to up to 69,000 peer reviews international scientific      journals, books and 

databases. 

● Full text articles which can be downloaded for saving and printing 

● Training in information literacy and promotional support and a lot more. 

The presenter highlighted the fact that Research in health, agriculture and the environment is 

better informed when it is based on the most recent, high quality and relevant scientific 

knowledge which is applied by Research4Life by delivering knowledge to the world’s poorest 

countries. 

DAY TWO: 

We also had a privilege to discuss UpToDate database which is being used by medical 

practitioners to access this information so as to make right decisions at their points of care. One 

of these databases is. UpToDate
 
is the premier evidence-based clinical decision support resource 

trusted worldwide by healthcare practitioners to help them make the right decisions at the point 

of care. It is proven to change the way clinicians practice medicine, and is the only resource of its 

kind associated with improved outcomes. 

We also learnt about MEDBOX which is an innovative online library aimed at improving the 

quality of health care in humanitarian action worldwide. MEDBOX generates tool boxes which 

act as archives. They collect different documents for a special setting. In summary, this is a fast 

access of relevant information after an emergency crisis.  

 

DAY THREE: 

We also had a presentation from Elsevier Africa on how patients, students, communities, 

lecturers, researchers and librarians can benefit from subscribing to them. There was also another 

presentation about a project which is collaboration between World Health Organization, 

Uganda and Book Aid International to refurbish or set up Libraries within Regional Referral 

Hospitals in Uganda.  

We had a book launch titled “Informed and Healthy" was launched by Prof Maria Musoke. It 

describes theories and applied perspectives on the value of information to health care. It also has 

practical solutions to challenges in disseminating health information. The book also has feedback 

https://www.facebook.com/ElsevierAfrica/
https://www.facebook.com/WHOUganda/
https://www.facebook.com/WHOUganda/
https://www.facebook.com/bookaid/
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from health professionals about their health seeking behavior. Different speakers also 

emphasized the need for librarians to work to support environmental health. 

 

Prof Maria Musoke on left presented her new launched book to Charles Marwa. 

 

DAY FOUR: 

Participant after participant echoed and reechoed the need for 

Librarians/Informationists/Information Managers to work closely with experts, students and 

researchers in other fields. This is not only to broaden their thinking and knowledge, but also to 

show their value within their institutions and therefore remain relevant. This was a key area of 

emphasis for AHILA or African Librarians during this Congress. This was reflection to papers 

presented especially the one presented by Charles Marwa on “Knowledge, Attitude and 

Perceptions towards Health Information Services in Public libraries of Tanzania” 

 

Charles Marwa responding to question and comments raised by delegates on his paper presented 

during 15
th

 AHILA Congress  

I also attended a workshop about Scholarly writing (Network of African Medical Librarians-

NAML) where participants were introduced to scholarly writing approaches; this training was a 

organized by NAML in collaboration with AHILA and Makerere University. 
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DAY FIVE: 

 The Final day began with a discussion of key resolutions derived from the draft Congress report. 

This was followed by the General Assembly which included elections of a new Executive. 

Where Charles Marwa who was serving as General Secretary was elected as AHILA council 

member hence I will serve as a council member for two years from 2016 to 2018. 

 

Outgoing General Secretary Charles Marwa, Discussing the election process with the electoral 

committee before the election exercise  

 

Delegates following the election results. 

Closing was done by Prof. Kaaya (Ag. Dean SFTNB). The congress ended with a Dinner and 

dancing at Kembabazi's in Ntinda. 

  

 


